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Solomon Barber is the son of Thomas Effing and the father of Marco Fogg.

Since his father, who at that time still named Julian Barber, left his mother when she was pregnant, he never got to know him.

He was born in January 1917 in Shoreham, Long Island, and is introduced in the story of Moon Palace at the age of 54 as an enormous fat man who has no hair and always wears hats and likes smoking ciggars.
Being informed about the death of his unknown father by Marco Fogg, who worked for his father, he gets into contact with him and finally finds out that Marco is the son of Emily, a former student of him with whom he had a love affair once. She was the first woman who made love with him voluntarily, but since they were catched at making love at university, both left and never saw each other again. Thereby, he did not know that he made her preagnant.

After this incident with Marco`s mother at Columbia University, he worked at several universities in the midwest as professor for American history. Although he was a popular teacher everywhere, he never stayed anywhere for more than two or three years.
He starts writing books at the age of seventeen, a novel about teh story of his lost father, and later goes on writing books about American history. 

I think, Solomon Barber is an intelligent, friendly and likeable man. Even though his students make fun of him behind his back because of his outward appearance, they never call into question that he is not a good and popular teacher. 

On the other hand, he is reserved and has a lack of self-confidence which I lead back from the rejections from people he loved. Next to the rejection of Emily, there was as well the rejection of his mother who turned so crazy when she was left by his father although being pregnant, that the doctor saw no chance than in giving her an injection that made her forget all of her former live. So, she also did not know her own son and could not care for him.
Escaping from the sadness about these experience for almost all his lifetime by reading and writing books, by smoking and eating, all the sadness finally comes to surface, when he tells Marco about his lonely childhood and about Emily. When he starts crying at Emily`s grave and notices that Marco turns angry his sadness gets out of control, so that he falls into a freshly digged grave and in the end dies because of having broken his leg by that.
